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In a meeting with President Reagan and in a speech before an informal session of Congress Sept.
22, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias attempted to persuade the White House and legislators that
the Central American peace plan could succeed if the US gives it a chance. At a press conference,
Arias repeated his appeal that the US should not provide any new aid for the contras before Nov. 7,
when, under his plan, a regional cease-fire would take effect. Although he did not refer specifically
to the issue of renewed contra aid in his speech, Arias's appearance was designed by Democratic
supporters of his peace proposal to bolster the case that such aid could wreck the negotiations
now under way. The Reagan administration plans to ask Congress to provide an additional $270
million in contra aid for the next 18 months. "It's time to focus on the positive," Arias said during
his speech. "War signifies the failure of politics. Let us restore faith in dialogue and give peace a
chance." Arias, who delivered his speech in the chamber of the House, was cheered enthusiastically.
Most of the members of the House and about half of the Senate attended the event, which was an
informal joint meeting of Congress organized by the Democratic and Republican caucuses of the
House and Senate. Arias told reporters that if a cease-fire was in effect by Nov. 7 there would be
no need for new military aid for the contras. In his meeting at the White House, Arias told Reagan
he did not object to an agreement by Democratic and Republican leaders in the House to provide
the contras with about $3.5 million in non-military aid for a 40-day period beyond Sept. 30, when
the current appropriation expires. According to administration officials, Reagan expressed his fears
that the Nicaraguan government would institute "sham reforms" to make it appear as though it
was complying with the peace plan and to discourage Congress from providing new aid to the
contras. Reagan suggested that those measures would be abandoned after the contras ceased to be
an effective fighting force. Arias replied that in such an event, he would lead a campaign to have
economic and political sanctions imposed by the OAS against Nicaragua. A senior Costa Rican
official said that Arias, by virtue of his being the principal architect of the peace plan, had "sufficient
moral authority" to criticize Nicaragua. Arias said the accord requires that a cease-fire by negotiated
between the government and the rebels, and he recommended that Cardinal Obando y Bravo
mediate between the two sides. Arias said he made the recommendation in a letter to Ortega and
was awaiting a reply. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 09/23/87)
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